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My name is Brian Hernandez, and I attend Emory University. I am currently a freshman. I am an American-born resident of Miami of Cuban descent, much like most of the population of Miami. Hispanic culture is a very unique culture of the world. Though it varies by country, the basics are consistent. Same type of music, same types of food, same rituals. I will look into the different aspects of Hispanic culture, more specifically my Cuban heritage. Miami is the place where all of the different Hispanic cultures are thrown into one big "melting pot" and this truly make Miami a magical place. The transition from Miami to Atlanta has been a difficult one, and this project will hopefully not only let you see what I've been facing, but teach me more about my culture and my past and how to overcome the obstacles in my path.

I conducted various interviews with other Hispanics, each of them with a different story and different circumstances. The interviews were held to be able to gain insight into others’ perspective of the same topic - Hispanic heritage. Although the cultures between countries maybe are quite similar, you will find that even two of the most similar people can hold two very different persepctives. Three basic questions were asked: First, how has your Hispanic heritage influenced your life, if at all? Second, what Hispanic cultural traditions do you take part in? And third, how do your surroundings affect your culture? Each of these questions target a key aspect of Hispanic culture and ethnicity, and you will find that with each interviewee there is a very different answer to each of my questions. 
Nick is a current freshman at Emory University. I met him on an outdoors pre-orientation trip before arriving on campus. He is of Dominican heritage; his mother's side of the family lived in the Dominican Republic. Before coming to Emory, Nick lived in the metro Atlanta area. 
Nick says that the culture in Atlanta is very different to that of his Hispanic culture. He experiences a bit of it with his Mom and his Abuela - grandmother - but it's not the same. When asked if his heritage played a big part in his life, he said that it is not at all. He does, however, work on get more in touch with his Dominican side. He claims to have been practicing his Spanish so that he can communicate with his family in their native language, he has been asking for more Dominican food, and has even enjoyed listening to Spanish music, which he is starting to develop a taste for. 

Being that he is not very immersed in his Hispanic culture, he doesn't celebrate very many traditions. On a regular basis he plays Spanish music and signs and dances with his family for fun, which has become his own tradition. He also says that birthdays are a huge deal in his family; it is a time when the entire family can get together and enjoy each other's company and sing and dance.

When asked if his surroundings play a role in his culture, he quickly answered yes. He firmly believes that his surroundings influence his practices and traditions a lot, and he has been more American than Hispanic because of his surroundings. Atlanta doesn't exactly have an overwhelming Hispanic population, so he finds it difficult to celebrate his culture. He complains that when his grandmother doesn't cook, it is extremely hard to find quality Hispanic food. For me coming to school in Atlanta, I now understand his struggle.

Hogla "Holly" Hernandez is my mother. She currently lives in Miami, and has lived there since she was 10. When she was about 8 years old, her family packed up their belongings and finally left Cuba. From Cuba they went to Puerto Rico for a couple of years before finally settling in Miami. 
Her Hispanic heritage has influenced her life greatly, as she has spent her entire life surrounded by it. She speaks Spanish, which is imperative for living in Miami, and opens up a lot of opportunities for her for jobs. A bilingual worker always has an advantage over an unilingual one, as a bilingual employee has the ability to communicate with a wide range of customers and business partners, etc. She also states that food is an important part of our heritage. Hispanic cultures are some of the few world cultures that are known specifically for their cuisine. "Food is a big part of our culture, and it unites generations," she tells. Lastly, she tells that one other aspect of Hispanic culture that has greatly influenced her life is the proximity of our families. HIspanic families are very close to one another beyond the immediate family. Our American friends actually call us "The Cleavers" because of how close our entire family lives to one another. I am the first of the family to move away since the move from Cuba - and even then, the whole family stayed together. Our family proximity is quite obvious during simple gatherings that normally wouldn't be such a big turnout. For example, for each and everyone's birthday, the entire family goes over to the "Abuelos' [Grandparents'] House" to sing happy birthday and cut a cake. For any event, the entire family gets together. Another example that Holly states is whenever somebody in the family accomplishes something, the whole family comes over to celebrate. When I got into Emory, the entire family came over to my house with food and a cake to celebrate. She also states that her heritage has influenced her personally through her political beliefs, political activity and work ethic. She, as well as many others know of the struggles of living in an oppressed society and of being an immigrant, but the knowledge of everything that was sacrificed to get her here has inspired her and many others alike to be very hard working.

But what would a culture be without its traditions? When asked what traditions she takes part in as part of the Hispanic community, Holly listed various examples, ranging from yearly to daily. She tells of the annual "Noche Buena" Christmas Eve party that just about every family in Miami has: the entire extended family gets together and roasts a pig to accompany "arroz con frijoles" [rice and beans]. The night is spent by eating food and simply spending time with family. Another tradition Holly states is actually one that I was not aware of her practicing. She likes to keep the Christmas tree up until January 6th (Three Kings Day). I know that we do celebrate it, however I did not know that was the reason we kept our tree up for so long. (To be honest, I thought it was because we just didn't want to put away all the Christmas decorations, haha). Other traditions that we take part in aren't necessarily annual. Birthday parties are an example of this. Once again, the entire family gets together and brings food and we dance and sing and enjoy each other's company. Even adult birthdays are celebrated with a party. Now, I know what you're thinking, birthdays are once a year, so they are annual, which is true, however as I mentioned before we have a large extended family, so there is a birthday every 3 or 4 weeks. So it becomes more of a monthly tradition. One daily tradition that my mom practices almost religiously is the brewing of cafe con leche [coffee with steamed milk] every morning. It is not so much a routine as it is a tradition because her our family has been doing this every single day since as long as my grandparents can remember. This is a tradition that has been passed on to me - I make cafe con leche every day to start my day. One big tradition that my mom left out is one of great importance in the Hispanic culture. It is the Quinceañera party. This is a tradition that occurs in every single Hispanic ethnicity that I can think of. Basically, it is a huge coming-of-age party for girls turning 15, where even the extended family of the extended family attends. The Quinceañera is filled with traditions such as the first dance with the girl's father, a dance with any male siblings, changing her shoe from a flat to a heel, etc. It is equivalent to a bat mitzvah, or a sweet 16 party - although quinces tend to be much larger than Sweet 16s. 

Holly says that living in Miami keeps her surrounded by her culture, and that it very easy to maintain her culture since it is all around her. She states that practicing her traditions and finding her coveted Cuban food is extremely easy in Miami. Miami has an enormous Hispanic population because of the immigration from other Caribbean and South American countries (mostly Hispanic countries) that happens through Miami, which is also nicknamed "The Capital of Latin America."

Jeneizy is of Cuban nationality, as she was born there. Unlike many other Cuban families residing in Miami, her family did not emigrate out of Cuba until the late 90s. This is unusual, as most of the Cuban immigrants in Miami arrived in the 60s, 70s, or even early 80s. From Cuba she went to Costa Rica, and then from Costa Rica she immigrated to the United States are the age of 7. 

When asked if her Hispanic heritage plays a big part in her life, she responded yes without hesitation. She says that being Hispanic has taught her to be more independent, since her parents had to look out for themselves while they were in Cuba. She also, like many others, eats Hispanic food on a daily basis. She tells of her mom's cooking: arroz con frijoles [rice and beans], bistec empanizado [breaded steak], palomilla [steak], etc. She also emphasizes that the cuisine is an integral part of the Hispanic culture. 
Jeneizy participates in lots of Hispanic traditions as the rest of the community does. She celebrates Noche Buena annually on Christmas Eve, and also celebrates Three Kings Day too. And also, like most other Cubans, she eats Cuban food on a daily basis. However, one things different about Jeneizy from my mom is that Jeneizy had a Quinceañera, where as my mom's parents could not afford such an expensive ordeal. When Jeneizy turned 15, her parents bought her a big dress, payed for her photoshoot, and rented out a ballroom for the night for her Quinceañera - her special night as the princess of the family. She had a dinner with her family, danced with her friends, and received gifts galore for the special occasion. 
Jeneizy believes strongly that her residence in Miami has played an important role in allowing her to continue to practice her traditions and continue being part of her Cuban culture even after she left the island. Because of the easy accessibility of Cuban food, the Spanish language being spoken frequently, and Spanish music being played everywhere the culture still sticks with her and plays a huge part in her life. She also says that living in Miami has changed her a little bit, but for the better. She states that the Cuban people tend to be a little bit prejudiced, but that living in a "melting pot of worldly cultures," she states, has made her more tolerant of those that are different than her, and has taught her to be accepting of other people's traditions and cultures as well as embracing her own. 

As silly as this may sound, one artifact of my Hispanic heritage - and more specifically my family - is a children's song. This song is called "Mi Burrito," directly translated to mean "My Donkey." It is a Christmas song that is sung my children. The song tells of a boy on a trip to Bethelem, and he is riding his donkey to get there. This is a Christmas song because the boy is riding his donkey to Bethelem to see the baby Jesus - "Vamos a ver a Jesus." Of course, as a kid none of this meant anything to me, I just loved listening to the catchy beat and the shrill voices of the children singing as I galloped around my grandparent's house riding "mi burrito" all the way to Bethelem. This was kind of my own tradition within my family. Every single family gathering at my grandparents' house, this song would be played and all of the kids would sing and dance around joyously. Now, being hundreds of miles away from home, whenever I hear this song, no matter how far, I am at home. When this song plays, I am in that crowded living room with my entire Cuban family eating their croquetas and singing along.If I had to pick my favorite part of being a Hispanic, it would definitely be the food. Food is what sets the Hispanic culture apart from the other cultures of the world. Just like other cultures (i.e. Asian, European, etc.) the cuisine varies between nations. This also holds true in Hispanic countries. Contrary to popular belief, not everyone that speaks Spanish eats tacos and burritos. In fact, Cuban cuisine is quite different from Mexican cuisine. Cuban food actually is influenced more by it's location in the Caribbean and it's history. Cuban food is very similar to that of the other Spanish-speaking island nations in the Caribbean including the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, and other mainland nations too. Cuba also gets a lot of it's influence from Africa, since for a long time, a majority of Cuba's population was made up of slaves. This is why rice makes such an enormous presence in most Cuban dinner dishes. 

Cuban food is another aspect of the culture that really ties me to my ethnicity. In Miami, I would have Cuban food on almost a daily basis. I sometimes got tired of it, but whenever I would leave out of town I would always come right back to my Cuban food every single time. Now being away from home, it is very difficult to find Cuban food in Atlanta, as Nick explained. Not being able to eat my croquetas or my pastelitos or even my bistec empanizado on a regular basis has made my homesickness even more severe. 

Miami truly is a very special place. It is everything everyone loves about it and more. Miami is a unique city; it is a major center and a leader in finance, commerce, culture, media, entertainment, the arts, and international trade. It is also a hub for immigrant activity. During the late 20th century, Miami was the hotspot for immigration, as this was the time during which the most immigrants came from the Caribbean. It is also the second-largest city with a Spanish speaking majority, and has the largest population of Cuban-Americans in the country. 

What really sets Miami apart from the rest of the country is it's "melting pot" of different cultures and ethnicities - like Jeneizy said. All the different cultures interacting with one another creates a unique environment unlike anywhere else on the planet. The result is a very lively dance scene, the venue of one of the world's largest music festivals, a wide variety of foods, inspiration for film, a beautiful vacation spot, and a destination to strive for. 

Immigration to the United States has been an important part of the country's history. The immigrants who have come to the U.S. from other countries have shaped the course of American history - especially Latin immigrants. Hispanic immigration to the U.S. started with the Mexican-American War. With the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo leading to the Mexican cession of California and other states, many Mexicans living in the area became citizens of the United States. Although these people did not necessarily move anywhere, they were the first Hispanic immigrants to the United States. One event similar to this was the Gadsden Purchase of land in Arizona and New Mexico that again made Mexican residents of that land American citizens. 
Since then, there have been many important immigration-related events in the U.S. One of the most memorable was the Mariel Boatlift. This was when thousands of Cubans were allowed by Fidel Castro to emigrate to the United States after previously not being able to. The Boatlift window was from April 15 to October 31 1980. During this time, approximately 125,000 Cubans made the journey to Florida.

